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64 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

The Annual Digest which now accompanies our Purdon needs no com- 
ment. It is as important for the practicing lawyer as the volume called 
Statutes at Large, or "Acts," with its clumsy index and indifferent type and 
paper. The Digest of Mr. Brightly is free from the multitudinous private 
acts which render the State's volume so bulky, and contains just what is 
wanted, the public general acts, arranged and digested, and annotated, 
and is certainly a hand-book of immense convenience. 

The Biennial Digest of the Acts of Congress is prepared in the same 
way, and is just as useful. We commend these pamphlets equally for 
their utility and cheapness. 



Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court op Rhode 
Island. By Samuel Ames, Chief Justice and Eeporter. Vol. II. Rhode Island 
Reports, Vol V. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1859. 

It has been the good fortune of Rhode Island to always have most 
admirable reporters. This volume is no exception. The judiciary has 
ever maintained a high character for learning and integrity. The present 
reporter is the learned Chief Justice himself, and the book bears every 
mark of the careful industry and supervision of a really learned aud pains- 
taking reporter, who does not mean that his favorite science of jurispru- 
dence should suffer by neglect, carelessness or incompetency. The reader 
may not always accede to the law as laid down by the court, but the vigor 
and learning of the opinion will never fail to command his respect. We 
have marked several cases for our own pages, and could wish to call pro- 
fessional attention to some others specially, did not our limited space for- 
bid it. 



